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Oregon’s tribes and the NRCS 
Oregon staff who serve them 
continue to improve cultural and 
natural resources of interest to the 
tribes. With increasing frequency, 
this includes engaging with other 
partners for landscape scale 
restoration. 

Two examples of this landscape-
level approach include the 
Upper John Day River Flow 
and Protection Project in Grant 
County and the Elk Creek Joint 
Chiefs Project in Douglas County. 

Upper John Day River 
Flow and Protection 
Project 

The Confederated Tribes of 
Warm Springs serve as the lead 
partner for the John Day project, 
utilizing Resource Conservation 
Partnership Program funding. 

The project focuses on water 
conservation and overall watershed 
health employing a variety of 
conservation practices. 

The project also explores the 
potential for working lands 
conservation easements. 

Tribes Increase 
Partnerships 
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Projects
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Partners include: Fresh Water Trust, 
Grant Soil and Water Conservation 
District, Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, and Trout Unlimited. 

Elk Creek Joint Chiefs 
Project

The Cow Creek Band of Umpqua 
Tribe of Indians are integral 
partners in the Elk Creek Watershed 
Restoration Project, which utilizes 
Joint Chiefs funding. 

The “Joint Chiefs” initiative, is a 
partnership between the chiefs of 
two USDA agencies—NRCS and 
the Forest Service— with a focus on 
reducing wildfire risk and improve 
forest health on both public and 
private forests. 

NRCS assists private landowners 
treat their woods and forests; the 
Forest Service performs similar 
restoration on the federal side of the 
project boundary. 

The project is designed to reduce the 
risk of large-scale wildfire, restore a 
healthy forest ecosystem, and protect 
critical watershed values in the Elk 
Creek watershed while providing 
multiparty monitoring. 

This project also incorporates tribal 
lands. Other partners include the 
South Umpqua Rural Community 
Partnership and the Bureau of 
Land Management. 

Approximately 68 acres of tribal 
land has been treated to date, with 
aggressive conifer thinning within 
oak woodland and savanna areas. 

Tribal follow up work and long-term 
maintenance includes prescribed 
burning to maintain the forest work 
and create the desired wildlife 
habitat. 

The cleared units are already 
seeing sign of wildlife passage in 
the area, including tracks of bear, 
deer and elk. 

 

Burns Paiute 
Tribe Explores 
Medusahead 
Management
The Burns Paiute Tribe is battling 
medusahead using a Conservation 
Innovation Grant to explore the 
best control and revegetation 
methods. 

The project will test the application 
of a combination of prescribed 
fire, pre-emergent herbicide 
application, and re-seeding, with 
more desirable vegetation for 
controlling medusahead; and 
compare the use and economics 
of two herbicides for control within 
these treatment combinations. 

The hope is that lessons learned 
from this project can serve as a 

Above and left: Elk Creek Watershed 
Restoration Project



template for other land managers 
dealing with medusahead 
infestations and associated 
economic and ecologic loss. 

The project will also benefit the 
Burns Paiute Tribe by improving the 
long-term vegetation community and 
wildlife habitat resources on tribal 
lands.

“Dance of the 
Sage Grouse” 
Brochure
Artwork can often move us—the 
colors, textures, meanings and 
messages can leave a lasting 
impression and even teach us a 
lesson. 

They can be a catalyst for action, 
too. Such is the case with Washoe 
Tribe member and artist Louinda 
Garity, who inspired and enlightened 
us when she entered her artwork 
into our national Native American 
Heritage Month poster contest. 

Her artwork reminds us that 
despite our different backgrounds 
and cultures, we are on common 
ground when it comes to valuing 
sage grouse and their habitat in the 
sagebrush sea. 

The 2018 Farm Bill includes 
provisions for historically 
underserved producers that address 
the unique circumstances and 
concerns of socially disadvantaged, 
beginning, limited resource, and 
veteran farmers and ranchers—
including American Indians. 

By working together great success 

is being achieved in sage grouse 
territory, and NRCS looks 
forward to working with more 
Tribal members to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat. To help 
achieve this, NRCS introduces 
a new poster-sized brochure to 
showcase.

Titled The Dance of the Sage 
Grouse: Bridging Culture and 
Conservation, the brightly colored 
brochure features Louinda’s 
artwork on one side, with 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
(TEK) stories and NRCS/Native 
American success stories on the 
other side. 

While NRCS emphasizes 
preserving and protecting sage 
grouse habitat and populations 
on working lands, the same can 
be said of generations of Native 
Americans, as exhibited through 
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their Tribal dances done in 
reverence and respect to these 
iconic birds.

Louinda’s artwork, “The Moon 
When the Hu’ze’ha nu’ga,” 
translates to: “The Month 
When the Sage Hen Dance,” in 
the Northern Paiute language.  

Her artwork not only shares 
TEK as it relates to tribal 
stories and knowledge, but 
also speaks to the cultural 
significance of sage grouse 
and their ecosystem. 

This TEK coincides with 
NRCS’ efforts to work with 
farmers and ranchers to 
preserve sage grouse habitat.

The brochure also shares 
NRCS resources and how to 
get started working with us. 

If you’re interested in obtaining 
copies of the brochure, there 
are a few ways to do it:  

 Order them from the NRCS 
distribution center by searching 
online for “NRCS Distribution 
Center sage grouse”.

 Download the brochure 
from the NRCS website by 
searching “NRCS greater sage 
grouse”. Once on that page, 
scroll down to the “Working 
Lands for Wildlife” section, and 
continue scrolling to the bottom 
of the page. Louinda Garity with her artwork titled “The Moon When 

the Hu’ze’ha nu’ga,” which translates to “The Month 
When the Sage Hen Dance” in Northern Paiute.

The above brochure titled The Dance of the Sage Grouse: Bridging Culture and Conservation 
features Louinda’s artwork on one side, with Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) stories 
and NRCS/Native American success stories on the other side. 


